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The queen is home

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Fred G. Minnis, Sr. Bar Association, the only predominately
African-American bar association in Pinellas, continued a community conversation started last
Oct. dealing with juvenile justice. As part of the MLK Day of
Service, the forum tackled creating solutions for juvenile justice.
Held last Thursday, Jan. 18 at
the Carter G. Woodson African
American History Museum, panelist included State Attorney
Bernie McCabe, School Board
Chair Rene Flowers, Chief Probation Officer for the Department of Juvenile Justice Melissa
Fuller, Police Chief Anthony
Holloway, Sheriff Bob Gualtieri
and attorney Carmen Miller sit-

ting in for Public Defender Bob
Dillinger.
Moderating the conversation
was Stetson University Professor Judith Scully, who stated the
goal for the evening was to walk
away with some solutions to help
steer young people away from
the criminal justice system.
Starting off by defining the
school-to-prison pipeline, Flowers said when a student is not
able to receive the education or
skill sets they need in order to
communicate and move about
culturally, economically and socially within the community,
they will fall behind, become discouraged and are likely to
dropout.
“When you don’t have that
education—even McDonald’s
wants
that
high
school
diploma—it’s very difficult to

compete,” said Flowers, adding
that without an education it is
very difficult to provide for a
family. “We all know minimum
wage does not cut the mustard
or the cheese, so those individuals sometimes refer to unlawful
activities.”
Children who are not doing
well in school often have behavior problems, which Flowers insists that teachers, principals
and guidance counselors should
address, not school resources
officers.
She said Pinellas County
Schools have entered into the
Restorative Practices model,
which advocates classroom circles, fairness committees, peer
juries, classroom management
training for instructional staff to
foster a positive school climate
See YOUTH, page 12
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ST. PETERSBURG – Many
look to the Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL) when
times get a little tough. The
building at 333 31st St. N serves
as a beacon for those needing a
helping hand when the electric
is cut off or are in need of a
stimulating program to keep
their child off the streets.
But now, aside from offering
GED classes and financial assistance, the PCUL is getting into
the housing business.
“We’re excited because
we’re going to make a difference in these communities as
we build houses to benefit the
neighborhoods,” said PCUL
President & CEO Watson
Haynes.
For the past five years, the

PCUL board of directors has
been promoting the positive aspects of building affordable
housing throughout Pinellas
County, but Haynes didn’t want
to delve into it without all of his
ducks in a row.
So after much research and
long hours dedicated to establishing a team of experts, the
PCUL finally broke ground on
five locations, with two being in
north St. Petersburg, one in
Seminole, Gulfport and even
Tampa.
He’s working toward moving the Urban League to more
of a business model. A major
construction line of credit has
been provided by Regions
Bank, which will allow the
PCUL to launch its affordable
housing development activities
with an initial investment of two
ground-up homes in St. Pete

Jan. 11 groundbreaking
ceremony
that have permits already approved, as well as two rehab
projects from property acquisitions.
“We have to stop relying on
government grants and organizations to give us money,” said
Haynes, who stressed that
PCUL’s market-based model is
not reliant upon government
See PCUL, page 8
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Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Dawn
Greenidge owns a deep voice
and a strong presence that has
helped her to flourish in her
job as a local realtor. Born in
Indianapolis, Ind., she grew up
with an African-American father and a Caucasian mother.
“They meet back when you
couldn’t get married in Indianapolis, so they had to go to
Chicago. That was the only
place that an interracial couple
could get married at the time,”
she said. “They struggled a
great deal in terms of society
accepting the marriage, but it
made them strong and made
their children strong.”
Her dad’s job as an officer
in the United States Army
forced the entire family to
move around a lot during his
22 years spent in the military.
For the family, being interracial wasn’t such a big deal.
The most important thing for
them was staying together.
“Peer group is always a
tough thing. I don’t know if I
experienced as much [discrimination] because I don’t think a
lot of people knew that I was
black. I would say [that] my
sister, who’s a little bit darker
complected than I am, encountered more racism than I did,”
she stated. “Growing up in the
military and traveling around
made my immediate family
very close.”
Greenidge grew up to identify with the African side of her
family.
It could be because when
she was a young child she was
always told by society that if
you had one drop of black
blood in you that made you
black. Also, getting along with
her father’s relatives was easy,
but when it came to her
mother’s family, things got a little rocky.
Her mother was an only
child
and
her
father,
Greenidge’s
grandfather,
never accepted her husband.
“I don’t recall ever meeting
my grandfather because he
didn’t approve of the interracial marriage. He didn’t want
See INTERRACIAL, page 2
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Visionary
Brief

I AM:
Bishop John L. Copeland

by Keisha Bell, Esq.

By Gwendolyn Reese

Lasting impression
Have you ever thought about what
makes a person fight oppression? How
often do you hear a person’s story behind the fight? Is their story important
enough for you to hear?
Meet Florynce Rae “Flo” Kennedy.
She lived from February 11, 1916,
until December 21, 2000. In 1949, she
graduated from Columbia University
School of General Studies. In 1951,
she graduated from Columbia Law
School.
Initially, Kennedy was denied admission into law school. In her autobiography, she stated that the associate
dean informed her that her rejection
was due to the fact that she was a
woman. She threatened to sue and
was only then admitted. Interestingly,
her law class consisted of eight
women and one African American.
Kennedy was that African American.
She grew up in a neighborhood
that was mostly white. Although the
Ku Klux Klan was present within her
neighborhood, she had a happy childhood. Kennedy credited her parents
for creating within her and her siblings a sense of security and worth.
According to her, when others attempted to tell them that they were
worthless, it was too late. They already
knew their value.
Kennedy was an attorney, actress,
author, lecturer and narrator. She was
also an activist. In 1965, she was arrested for being in a neighborhood
that the officer failed to believe she
lived. She did live there, however. This
event was the pivotal point that inspired her to fight racism and discrimination.
Kennedy was an early member of
the National Organization for Women.
She was not satisfied with their approach and left the organization in
1970. A year later, she founded the
Feminist Party. Note, this was the
party that nominated Shirley
Chisholm for president. Kennedy also
helped found the Women’s Political
Caucus. In 1973, she co-founded the
National Black Feminist Organization,
an organization which focused on race

and gender issues.
Kennedy’s work in the areas of
race and gender has been extensive.
She used her law degree and connections to advance social justice causes
both in and outside of the courtroom.
In 1997, Kennedy received a Lifetime Courageous Activist Award. In
1998, Columbia University honored
her with its Owl Award, an award for
outstanding graduates. In 1999,
Kennedy received the Century Award
from the City University of New York.
Just think, what if the officer believed her when she said she lived on
East 48th Street? What if she did not
have a memory of her father having to
ward off the Ku Klux Klan with a shotgun because they attempted to run
her family out of the neighborhood?
What if her parents did not instill
within her a real sense of worth and
security?
These things did all happen, however. At times a bit brash, Kennedy
and her work left a lasting impression.
Let us honor that.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author
and public servant. To reach Bell, email
her at emergingfree@gmail.com or log
on to www.emergingfree.com to view
more of her work.
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Bishop John L. Copeland, Baptist
minister, influential church official
and prominent civil rights figure, was
born in Alabama. Growing up in the
South left both deep wounds and a
fiery passion, which was the foundation for him becoming an advocate
for African Americans.
A native of Dothan, Ala., he came
to St. Petersburg from Greensboro,
Fla., in 1955 as a teenager. He quit
school at age 15 and got a job to help
his family. At 35, he returned to
school and earned a high school
diploma, an associate’s degree from
St. Petersburg Junior College and a
bachelor’s from St. Petersburg Baptist Seminary. He was the seminary’s
first graduate and was the sole graduate at that first graduation.
After various jobs, including waiting tables, building curbs, launching
a landscaping business and opening
a grocery store, he found his calling
in the church.
Bishop Copeland was a pastor at
Macedonia Free Will Baptist Church
for about 23 years and was elevated
to bishop by his denomination about
six years before his death in 2002. He
was also a past president of the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance,
an umbrella group of mostly AfricanAmerican churches.
In 1986, Bishop Copeland was
chosen to head an effort by the
Street Ministries of St. Petersburg,
which included white as well as black
churches, to fight drug use and
poverty.
When racial unrest shook the city
in 1996 after the shooting death of
TyRon Lewis, Bishop Copeland was
among religious leaders involved in
offering spiritual and financial solace,

self-examination and social action in
the city.
Politically outspoken, he was often
sought out for his views. In December
2000, he tried to make a case for national unity after the close election between President George W. Bush and
Al Gore.
Despite his public positions, he did
not consider himself a spokesman for
the African-American community. He
said in a 1993 interview that he served
as an advocate for African Americans
because he doesn’t want his children
to face the racism and double standards that he grew up with.
“I promised God that if he used me
to love all mankind and to serve humanity that I would try to my best ability to serve him,” he said.
Sometimes that service meant lobbying city officials for more money for
housing and education. Other times,
it meant finding jobs for the unemployed.
His life was a testament to his
promise to God.
Sources: Tampa Bay Times and obituary

Family first
INTERRACIAL , from front page

to have anything to do
with my mother after she
married. Her mother accepted us, but her father
never did,” she said.
When asked about
the most relevant teaching from her parents, she
didn’t hesitate:
Honesty was a value
that her father always expressed. She considers
herself as an honest individual when dealing with
both business and personal aspects.
Rewarding career
For Greenidge, the
most rewarding aspect of
her job as a real estate
agent is to see the smile
on her client’s faces
when they finally buy
something.
Her work gave her
the flexibility of raising
her sons and meeting
new people.
“I did that in New
York and then when we
all moved to Florida, I
took it up and I love it. It

gives you a chance to
meet different people and
I enjoy helping them in
one of the biggest assets
that they will ever have,
which is real estate,” she
stated.
Moving from New
York to St. Pete 11 and a
half years ago was exactly like going back to
her youth when she was
always traveling with her
family.
This one was a nice
transition.
Now, she says that
there’s nothing like waking up in the morning to
hear the birds chirping
and getting the sunlight
through her window.
“I used to enjoy shoveling snow. As you get
older [with] more aches
and pains, it’s like, no,”
she said with intense
laughter.
Bits of advice for
renters
1. Get your credit
right, both private and
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5. Community Action
Stops Abuse (CASA)
does a great deal as far as
seeking and finding shelter for women of domestic violence
6. If you’re a landlord,
you can get a realtor that
will be able to put your
property information on
the market.
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best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
How Kriseman contained the
black community
Dear Editor:
Mondy, January 15,
2018,
as early as 5
a.m., the St. Petersburg
Police could be seen setting barricades around
the south side, the black
community, ensuring no
one could get in or out.
This early display of military occupation came on
the day that our community would be preparing
to celebrate one of our
black nation’s heroes: Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
King was one of the
most influential leaders
of our movement, having
the ability to mobilize
millions of black people
in a moment. It was this
influence that led to his
assassination by the U.S.
government. And as an
attempt to sedate the resistance coming from
our communities across
this country, that same
government “granted” us
a day to honor his memory, while dictating
when, where and how we
can celebrate the memory of our martyr.
For years, this city
government has worked
to successfully co-opt the
parade and post-parade
activities by rerouting
the event from our community to downtown
where the resources of
our community are
hoarded, seen with every
new high rise and condo,
then concluding the parade at Tropicana Field,
which rests upon the literal graves of black people, razed homes and
black businesses that
once existed there. To
have us all in this area
also served as a means to
round us up in one place
and contain us there.
And now, under the
regime of re-elected Rick
Kriseman, we saw the
much of south St. Pete
encircled by the ring of
steel that is the police.
Not only did Kriseman
and his cronies make

Pinellas County is now accepting applications for the FY 2018-2019 housing and
community development grant programs. Funding for these programs are provided through the Community Development Block Grant, HOME Investment
Partnerships and Emergency Solutions Grant programs.
Estimated FY 2018-2019 available funds are:
$2,529,866 Community Development Block Grant Entitlement and Program Income
$2,079,510 HOME Investment Partnerships Program Entitlement and Program Income
$222,856 Emergency Solutions Grant Program
sure that our community
couldn’t celebrate Dr.
King, they squashed any
opportunity for our community to see any semblance of economic
activity. All of this is part
of the greater scheme to
wipe this community out
totally.
Two weeks before
the MLK Day festivities,
our community was issued a warning letter
from Chief of Police Anthony Holloway that said
if anyone of us were to attempt to vend that we
would be fined nearly
$150. We were told that
we needed to obtain permits to be able to sell our
goods and services in
our own community!
And this comes at a
time when Kriseman and
mayors before him have
stripped this community
of any viable means of
economic development,
starving our people or
forcing us to participate
in an illegal drug economy. What has to be seen
during this attack on
MLK Day is not just the
military occupation of
our community this one
instance, but that this is
the policy of this city imposed on our people
every day under the
Kriseman regime.
And this sort of containment helps to facilitate gentrification and
crushes any ability for us
to be able to generate
some type of self-sustaining economic activity. It’s
not simply an assault on

our right to assemble or
an attack on convenience, as sellout members of our community
will try to convince you it
was.
You might even see
these same people come
out against this issue that
campaigned for and told
you to vote Kriseman, all
for their own benefit. But
we are not confused! We
understand that we must
build for ourselves and
we can do it! We have to
raise these demands
high:
Reparations and Economic Development
Black
Community
Control of the Police
A Cease and Desist
on the 80 Million Dollar
Police Station
The Dome to Build
Affordable Housing and
Genuine Economic Development
The Right to Vend
Wherever We See Fit
An End to Gentrification
We’re calling on all
vendors and those in the
community that want to
participate in building a
real future for our people, who are tired of the
same conditions of
poverty and despair to
come to the Uhuru
House at 1245 TyRon
Lewis Avenue (18th
Ave.) S and let’s work to
build our own markets,
our own stores, our own
community!
We can win!
We are winning!
Akile’ Anai

A call to action
TAMPA BAY – One
Church One Child of
Florida challenges communities to seriously
consider adopting or
mentoring children in
need of a forever home.
Do you have room in
your heart for a child or
siblings in need of a family?
This is an urgent and
important question that
must be raised time and
time again, but each time
there is a different child
or children. One Church
One Child of Florida is
reaching out to families
and individuals in local
communities across the
state in efforts to help
share the truth that the
child pictured here and
others like him are.
Daily, over 700 children are in need of a family to call their own, many
of them are minorities.
Can you provide a loving,
permanent home for
these children or other
children like them or
consider becoming their
mentors?
Churches are asked
to partner with One
Church One Child in
sharing information with
congregations and extending Watch-Care Ministries to children. Rev.
Beverly Hills Lane, state
president
for
One
Church One Child of
Florida and vice president for National One
Church One Child, is
challenging fellow pastors to get involved and
encouraging families to
open their hearts and

PINELLAS COUNTY CONSORTIUM
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
CONSOLIDATED SUBMISSION FOR 2018-2019
FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL
HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

Confirmation of 2018 federal grant funding levels has not yet been received.
Funding levels identified above are subject to change. The County expects final
Federal funding levels to be released on or before October 1, 2018.
Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG): The Federal Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, provides Federal
Community Development Block Grant funds for projects that promote the development of viable, urban communities by providing decent housing, a suitable
living environment and expanded economic opportunities, principally for persons of low and moderate-income (LMI).
The County anticipates having approximately $1,800,000 in CDBG funding
available for new project proposals for the following types of eligible activities
which fall within the priority needs identified in the County’s Consolidated Plan:
(1) affordable housing development and preservation (2) public facility construction and improvement projects which serve low- to moderate-income areas and
citizens or special needs populations, including the homeless within the County’s
jurisdiction; (3) public infrastructure projects in special districts; and (4) service
and operation activities which serve low- to moderate-income areas and citizens
or special needs populations, including the homeless.
HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME): Title II of the CranstonGonzales National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, as amended, provides
HOME funds for affordable housing activities including building, buying, and/or
rehabilitating affordable housing for rent or homeownership.
Pinellas County is in a consortium with the City of Largo and anticipates having
approximately $1,650,000 available for affordable housing activities. The City
of Largo receives a portion of the HOME funds as part of the Consortium and
allocates funds to housing activities.
Emergency Solutions Grant Program (ESG): The Homeless Emergency Assistance
and Rapid Transition to Housing Act of 2009 (HEARTH Act), amending the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, provides ESG funds for addressing
the needs of homeless people in emergency or transitional shelters to assisting
people to quickly regain stability in permanent housing after experiencing a housing crisis and/or homelessness.
The County anticipates having approximately $200,000 in ESG funds available
for new project proposals for the following types of eligible emergency shelter
component activities: (1) shelter operations; (2) shelter renovations; and (3) homelessness prevention activities. The ESG emergency shelter component funding is
intended to help improve the number and quality of emergency shelter for homeless individuals and families and to help operate the shelters.
Application Information: Applications will be available beginning Wednesday,
January 24, 2018, on the County website at www.pinellascounty.org/community/nofa/executive.htm, by telephone (727) 464-8210, or by emailing cdplanning@pinellascounty.org.
Application Due Date: 4:30 P.M., Friday, February 23, 2018
Applications must be received by the Community Development Division, 440
Court Street, 2nd Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756, no later than 4:30 p.m. on Friday,
February 23, 2018.

‘I love music!’
Children’s Board of Tampa Bay Heart Gallery
Photo by Jonathan Ridgely
homes to children in foster care.
These series of articles feature children located in communities
across the state; they
have no family identified
to adopt them, will you
take the challenge of
opening your home and
family to parenting
them?
January’s child is
highlighted in this article; she too deserves to
have a family. Do pray
sincerely for him and
consider making him a
part of your family
through adoption or a
part of your church
through Project WatchCare, for support and
mentoring.
Ashanti, 15
Little Ashanti has
many obstacles to overcome every day. And
every day, for all of her
15 years, she has tackled
these obstacles with
strength and tenacity –
and a big smile.
She loves interactive
toys and being talked to,

listening to music and
watching television. Welcoming Ashanti into your
family will be different
than other 15-year-old
girls, but having this
sweet soul in your life is
an indescribable joy.
She carries with her
warmth and serenity and
she deserves the love
and consistency of a forever family. Ashanti will
do best in a nurturing,
supportive home able to
care for her medical
needs.
If you are interested
in knowing more about
Ashanti and other children in foster care available for adoption, or if
you would like to become
a foster parent, mentor,
partner or volunteer,
please contact LaKay
Fayson, recruitment coordinator for One Church
One Child of Florida’s
SunCoast Region, at
(813)
740-0210
or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
Log
on
to
www.ococfl.org for more
information.

Selection of activities is based on a competitive process according to, but not
limited to, the following criteria: activities must be consistent with the County’s
Five-Year Consolidated Plan priorities and have approval of the local jurisdiction
in which the activity is located; conceptual soundness of the project; financial
feasibility of the project; applicant’s demonstrated ability to implement and administer the project; applicant’s ability to meet and maintain compliance with
applicable federal, state, and/or local regulations; community development value
(cost versus community impact); demonstrable positive impact on the community made apparent through accountable performance metrics; engagement of
residents or businesses meeting Section 3 requirements.
Additional Federal, State and Local Funding: Pinellas County also anticipates receiving approximately $270,000 in program income through the Neighborhood
Stabilization Program (NSP) for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2018.
In addition to Federal housing funds, approximately $3,000,000 from the State
Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program and approximately $300,000 in
program income from local Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds will be available
for affordable housing programs.
Affordable Housing Programs and Activities: Pinellas County funds housing programs on an ongoing basis using available CDBG, HOME, NSP, SHIP and HTF
funding. These programs include housing development, down payment assistance, owner-occupied housing rehabilitation, and housing services such as homebuyer training, and foreclosure prevention counseling.
Applications for affordable housing development activities may be submitted at
any time during the year. Housing Development activities include the preservation and/or production of affordable rental housing developments, mixed income
rental developments and housing development for homebuyers.
Information about the County’s housing and community development programs is
available at: http://www.pinellascounty.org/community/Builders-Developers.htm.
Jurisdiction: CDBG funds must be used to benefit residents located in the Urban
County (all unincorporated areas and all incorporated areas except St. Petersburg,
Clearwater, Largo, Pinellas Park and Belleair Shore). HOME funds must be used
to benefit residents of the Pinellas County Consortium (Urban County and the
City of Largo). ESG funds must benefit the homeless or those at risk of homelessness located outside the city limits of St. Petersburg. SHIP and local HTF
funds must be used to benefit residents in the County (all unincorporated and
all incorporated areas).
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HELP WANTED
Marketing Coordinator
Deploys email campaigns, maintains customer database, pulls reports,
supports team. Knowledge of marketing automation (Pardot) and
Salesforce strongly preferred. Strong technical acumen required.
Basic HTML coding a plus. Email hiring4@poynter.org by 02/02/18
for consideration. EOE.

Marketing Communications Writer
The Poynter Institute, a world leader in journalism, seeks strong writer
to create content marketing articles, email campaigns, press releases,
etc. Requires knowledge of AP style plus 3-5 years writing exp.
Non-profit or educational exp. preferred. Email hiring@poynter.org
by 02/02/18 for consideration. EOE.

Multimedia Graphic Designer
Join The Poynter Institute, a world leader in journalism, to design
graphics, brochures, photos and video for print, digital, social. Expert
knowledge of Adobe Creative Suite required. Email resume and
portfolio to hiring2@poynter.org by 02/02/18 for consideration. EOE.

Diabetes and your unwanted cold!
It’s bad enough having that horrible post-holiday cold without feeling
overwhelmed in the
pharmacy aisle staring at
the numerous choices.
As if choosing a product
was not hard enough,
adding your diabetes into
the picture can just make
things feel inconvenient.
But fear not! We’ve
got some tips and tricks
to help you push through
the confusion.
First and foremost,
don’t be afraid to ask
your local friendly pharmacist. Pharmacists are
medication experts, so
who better to confide in
than the experts? Don’t
be intimidated by the
counter, although you
may have to wait a moment, the pharmacist is
happy to assist you and
recommend products for
your cough, cold or flu
symptoms.
When we get sick,
the added stress on our
bodies causes us to release hormones that naturally raise blood sugar.
Therefore, it is important
to continue to keep track
of your blood sugar
using a monitor. This is
also why it is important
to be sure the medications you choose do not
increase blood sugar levels even more. Pharmacists recommend to
AVOID PRODUCTS
THAT CONTAIN:
Certain cough syrups,
powders, and liquids (Robitussin, Mucinex, Emergen-C, Dayquil)
• These products can
include added sugars for
flavoring which can increase your blood sugar.

Pseudoephedrine
(Sudafed PE, Mucinex D)
• Pseudoephedrine is
a decongestant common
in cold formulations that
can also cause the body
to increase blood sugar
levels and blood pressure
Multi-drug Combinations
• It can be tempting
to grab medications with
multiple drug combinations when you are unsure of what product to
get. But the unnecessary
use of added drugs is unhelpful, more costly and
sometimes even harmful.
Instead, try to pick out a
medication targeted to
your symptoms
When
searching
through the aisles, try
looking for those keywords on the label such
as SUGAR-FREE or
ALCOHOL-FREE as in
the following examples:
• Cold-Eeze, Sugarfree
cold
remedy
lozenges
• Sugar-free cough
drops
• Diabetic Tussin
DM Cough Suppressant
& Expectorant Liquid
• Nasal sprays can be
a safer choice because
they do not increase
blood sugars
Other methods that
could help you overcome
or prevent a cold that
does not involve medication include humidifiers,
Vicks VapoRub, saline
nasal sprays, neti pots, vitamin c and zinc supplementation,
warm
compresses and receiving your annual flu shot.
Medications
can
seem like a quick fix for

your symptoms but the
most important thing to
remember is to give your
body the necessary tools
it needs to fight the illness. It is important to
drink plenty of fluids and
get the necessary rest to
restore your body back
to health.
Written by: Marian
Khalil, Melissa Girgis,
FAMU College of Pharmacy, PharmD Candidates
Dr. Charlie Colquitt,
Associate
Professor
FAMU College of Pharmacy, Tampa Division

W E E NCOURAGE L ETTERS TO THE E DITOR
,W·V2IÀFLDO
ASAP and Francis House
Become EPIC

ASAP (AIDS Service Association of Pinellas) and
)UDQFLV+RXVHKDYHRIÀFLDOO\PHUJHGDQGDUHQRZ
EPIC (Empath Partners in Care). This merger brings
together two like-minded, community- based
organizations with nearly 60 years of combined
experience serving those impacted by HIV and
AIDS in the Tampa Bay area. We can now serve
more people with more services throughout our
community.
EPIC has various locations in Hillsborough and
Pinellas counties and will continue uninterrupted
services on its ASAP and Francis House Campuses.
EPIC provides a wide variety of services, including:
• Free HIV Testing
• Medical Case Management
• Counseling Services & Support Groups
• Food & Personal Needs Pantries
• Housing Assistance
• Day Center with Meals & Activities

For more information about the exciting
new organization, visit MyEPIC.org

EPIC

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 25, 2018

5

COMMUNITY NEWS
City seeks residents to serve on
Youth Development Grant Review
Committee
ST. PETERSBURG –
The City of St. Petersburg
is seeking interested St.
Pete residents to fill eight
vacancies on the Youth Development Grant Review
Committee. The city will be
accepting resumes until 5
p.m. on Monday, Feb. 12,
and expects to have all appointments approved by
the mayor.
The term of service will
be for one year that ends in
2019. All appointees will be
eligible to serve another
one-year term. Please send
a resume to the address
listed below and include the
number of your City Council District in the body of
the document.
Resumes should be
sent to: Mayor Rick Kriseman, c/o Leah McRae,
Esq., RE: Youth Development Grant, P.O. Box 2842

St. Petersburg, FL 337312842
Successful applicants
must attend a mandatory
Review Committee orientation on Wednesday, Feb. 21
at 6 p.m.
The youth program
grants are the fourth component of the My Brother’s
and Sister’s Keeper initiative that began in 2016.
MBSK consists of the Not
My Son campaign, the Cohort of Champions youth
training initiative and
the My Sister’s Keeper Just
B U! Girls Conference.
“We continue to be focused on the youth of our
city, particularly those atrisk,” said Mayor Rick
Kriseman. “We want to not
only help these young people develop marketable
skills, but expand job training opportunities for them

as well. We are working
with community partners to
build a qualified, prepared
and ready workforce. That
is good news for the young
people of our city, and it is
good news for our growing
business community.”
For more information
about the Youth Development Grant Committee,
contact Leah McRae, Esq.,
Director of Education and
Community Engagement,
at leah.mcrae@stpete.org.

SWEA Tree’ Art marks 25 years
with Feb. 10 celebration
TREASURE ISLAND –
Tampa
Bay
artist
Rasheedah Sharif will host
a special SWEA Tree Art
Celebration to mark 25
years of her work as an educator, speaker, author
and artist on Saturday,
Feb. 10 from 3-5 p.m. at
Paradise Spa Event Venue.
Sharif is founder of the
SWEA Tree and Growing
SWEA Trees groups.
“SWEA” stands for Sun,
Water, Earth and Air and it
is the basis for all her
work.

She has been creating
beautiful hand-sculpted
crystal wire trees for 25
years. The trees are available in a variety of colors
and sizes, from 4-12 inches
in height and diameter and
are well-known by many
followers throughout the
Tampa Bay area.
The free reception will
feature door prizes, raffles
and refreshments along
with the chance to meet
the artist and view her recent work. Paradise Spa
Event Venue is located at

174 107th Avenue in
Treasure Island.
For more information,
please call 850-339-4668.
To learn about the artist,
please visit sweatree.com

3rd Annual African Fashion Show
& Black History Celebration
Saturday, Feb. 3 from 2 - 5p.m. at
READERS CHOICE BOOK STORE
Skyway Mall Plaza, 4341 34th St. South
727-867-3696
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
‘A Raisin in the Sun’ now playing at American Stage
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
American Stage launches
its American Legacy Series
with the timeless work “A
Raisin in the Sun” by Lorraine Hansberry, which
runs from Jan. 24 through
Feb. 18.
Set in Chicago’s south
side in the 1950s, the play
tells the story of the
Younger family and its
quest to achieve the American Dream. As they await a
life insurance check for
$10,000, each member of
the family has his own idea
of how to spend the money.
Whether it’s moving to
a white suburban neighborhood, investing in a business venture or realizing a
dream of becoming a doctor, the roadblocks of race,
gender and class are everpresent for matriarch Lena
Younger, her son Walter
Lee and his wife Ruth and
Lena’s daughter Beneatha.
Playwright Hansberry
was the youngest American
ever to win a New York Critics’ Circle award and the
first
African-American
woman to have her play
performed on Broadway.
“A Raisin in the Sun,” first
performed in 1959, was also
the first non-musical play to
appear on Broadway with
an African-American cast
and director.
This production marks
the return of renowned director L. Peter Callender,
who helmed the American
Stage productions of “Joe
Turner’s Come & Gone”
and “Jitney.” The Trinidad
native, who has received
the Theatre Tampa Bay
Award for Outstanding Director
two
years
running, believes the play is
just as relevant and timely

today as it was when Hansberry wrote it decades ago,
as many of the work’s underlying themes haven’t
changed.
“Here is this family that
is trying to live the American Dream, trying to realize the American Dream
that is afforded to all Americans,” Callender said.
“They’re not refugees;
they’re not coming from
another country. Five generations of Youngers and
they’re still being denied
basic human rights. And
that is still happening today.
Re-gentrification is still happening today.”
Enoch King, who plays
the role of Walter Lee
Younger, noted that it’s
easy for many to see his
complicated character as
simply an angry man, but
King believes Walter Lee is
a man who is truly frustrated. The actor said he
was able to connect with
this character not only as a
human being but also as a
black man trying to find his
place.
“The frustration of a
man, first and foremost, in
wanting to support your
family, wanting to be the
head of the house is one
thing,” King said. “As a
black man, absolutely, the
frustration of wanting to
provide, wanting to protect,
wanting to be understood
in what you’re trying to
build.”
An Atlanta native,
King not only makes his
American Stage debut with
this production but also is
performing in Florida for
the first time. At the encouragement of a mutual
friend, he kept reaching
out to Callender through
Facebook and expressed
an interest in taking part in
this St. Pete production.

In time his perseverance was rewarded when
he was granted an audition
and though he read for
three different roles, it was
the role of Walter Lee
Younger that Callender believed suited him best.
“I am lucky that we
have Enoch in the cast,”
Callender said. “Certainly
because of his talent, but
his professionalism as well.
It’s absolutely true, in his
professionalism, his care
about his fellow actors, his
sense of humor, his passion
for the role, passion for language and movement.”
Callender went on to
point out that the chemistry among all the cast
members is exceptional, as
even backstage the cast instantly “gelled” and felt
comfortable around one
another. The director recalled that very early on in
rehearsals a fun, spontaneous dance broke out
among the actors, who for
the most part, had only just
met one another.
“I am the luckiest guy
in the world,” Callender recalled thinking, “the second day of rehearsal these
actors have bonded so well,
and that is so important
with a show like this. Even
in the saddest, most powerful moments in the play, if
there’s a break, there’s
hugs, there’s laughter,
there’s support, which is so
important for this piece because they’re a family.
“The Youngers are a
family who loves each other
deeply, so that kind of camaraderie—even with the
youngest of the children in
the show—is super important and we’re all blessed to
have that in this cast.”
The rest of the cast includes Sheryl Carbonell
(Ruth Younger), Cranston

Cumberbatch
(Bobo),
Fanni
Green
(Lena
Younger), Gavin Hawk
(Karl Linder), Kiara Hines
(Beneatha
Younger),
Jaiden Gray and Elijah Jordan (both play Travis
Younger), Patrick A. Jackson (Joseph Asagai), Dee
Selmore (Mrs. Johnson)
and Troy D. Wallace
(George Murchison).
Callender
believes
Hansberry, who penned “A
Raisin in the Sun” in her
20s, was nothing less than
a prophet. He cited
specifics touched upon in
the play such as racially
motivated
bombings,
liquor stores popping up all
over black neighborhoods,
the coming of despotic
rulers in Africa and
women’s struggle for
equality.
“All those things that
were spoken of in this play
came to fruition over the
years,” Callender noted. “It
is absolutely prophetic.”
Though the play is
nearly 70 years old, King
believes the underlying
love of a family is something to which everyone
can still relate.
“I think more than anything when people see the
performance they will be
able to see family,” he explained. “They will be able
to see their family.
Whether it is two mothers
or a mother and a father, or
a father’s gone or a
mother’s gone, two sons,
two daughters—regardless, you will be able to see
your family in this and recognize those dreams that
got deferred, those dreams
that could come to
fruition.”
For complete show
times and ticket information,
visit americanstage.org or
call (727) 823-7529.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
For the love of basketball
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Shades of the next LeBron
James or Magic Johnson
are really scarce in the
early morning hours on
Saturdays at the Thomas
Jet Jackson gymnasium,
which plays host to the
South St. Pete Youth Basketball League.
The early games feature the younger four to
five-year-old kids whose
major task is going in the
right direction of their basketball goal. Coming out
of halftime when the
teams change goals becomes even more challenging since for the first
eight minutes the rehearsal was to go in one direction.
Oh, how hilarious for
the common fan who understands that Paul Morrison’s vision for the
children is simply to introduce them to the concept
of working as a team, discipline their mind to be
committed to something,
and of course, having fun
doing it.
Morrison’s heart is to
make it affordable so that
every child in Pinellas
County can experience
playing the game of basketball. If the truth be told,
at five years old, having
the opportunity to put on a
uniform jersey with your
name on the back like the
professionals is more than
rewarding for them.
When parents start de-

manding basketball perfection, the basic kid game
takes on a whole new dimension that most often is
beyond what the little star
can produce.
“I love the kids and I
love the game of basketball,” said Morrison, the
founder of the South St.
Pete Youth Basketball Program. “To watch the kids
and their excitement, especially when they accomplish
a goal, is really fun to see.”
Morrison feels the
game of basketball is a
family activity where parents can share time with
their children in a safe, inexpensive environment.
The children experience
having family and friends
encourage them and
everyone gets to learn a
little more of the value in
basketball.
Twenty-six years ago,
Morrison started the
league, which has experienced several changes.
In the early goings, the
Lakewood Jr. Spartans organization operated the
program with the games
being played at Lake Vista
Recreational Center. In
1998, the league went independent and changed
the name to South St. Pete
Youth Basketball League.
The league currently
has 32 teams, serving 325
players at four locations.
The players range in age
from 4 to 14 with various
skill levels, “everybody is
welcomed.”
Morrison’s love for
basketball is deep rooted.

He grew up playing on the
courts in the Bronx in
New York City. After high
school, he moved to
Florida where he attended
Eckerd College and became an All-Sunshine
State Conference player
for the Tritons.
After earning a bachelor’s degree in human resources
and
leisure
recreation, he joined the
Eckerd College men’s basketball team coaching
staff where he served for
three years as an assistant
coach.
As a sports father,
Morrison enjoyed watching his three sons excel in
basketball at Lakewood
High School under the
now retired legendary
Coach Daniel Wright. At
Lakewood, Marcus, Sean
and Michael accomplished eight state championship
appearances
winning three titles.
Marcus and Michael
are currently playing professionally in Mexico and
Germany, respectively and
there are many other players who have come out of
the league that have gone
on to play high school, college or professional ball.
In
1999,
Monica
Mitchell joined with Morrison to help navigate the
league and brought a passion and love for basketball that is a perfect fit. She
serves as the vice president but her duties and involvement far exceeds her
title.
Mitchell’s passion for

children and love for basketball leaves no task undone and no need unmet.
Her son, Derrick Mitchell,
Jr., plays on one of the
teams. Because she wants
the best for him, she is
driven for it to be best for
everyone. She is the administrator, secretary, uniform
coordinator,
scorekeeper, league mom
and will meet any other
need that arrives.
“I’m in my happy place
when I’m helping kids. I
know what I do make
them happy and gives
them the feeling that
someone cares,” said
Mitchell. “Mo loves the
kids.”
Although the league
receives some discounts
to operate, the cost to operate with a vision to continue and expand is
challenging. The two
greatest needs that the
league faces are sponsorships to help offset operating costs and mentors
who can also coach the
players. The emphasis is
on developing the youth to
become functioning citizens who make a positive
impact in their community.
The writing on the
back of the team’s shirts
speaks to the founder’s vision: “Train up a child in
the way that he should
go…” Especially when the
little ones are going in the
wrong direction.
To reach Dexter McCree,
email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Monica Mitchell

Paul Morrison

Top Ladies of Distinction, Inc. hosts Area IV Florida cluster meeting
LARGO — The St. Petersburg Chapter of Top
Ladies of Distinction, Inc.
(TLOD) kicked off the new
year by hosting the organization’s Area IV Florida
Cluster Meeting Saturday,
Jan. 6 at the Holiday Inn Express & Suites in Largo.
Lady Naomi Nesbitt, St.
Petersburg Chapter President and Cluster Coordinator, carefully crafted a fun
and informative day of activities, including the formal
induction and presentation
of 14 new Top Ladies representing the Cocoa-Brevard,
Miami, St. Petersburg and
Tampa Bay West Central

Florida Chapters.
With a renowned
theme of “Serving Youth
and Adults” and a mantra of
“Tops in Service,” Lady
Crystal Pittman, National
Area IV Director, led the
charge in new beginnings
for newly inducted Ladies
and renewed dedication
and commitment for all
Ladies in attendance.
Informative National
Governance presentations
were provided by chapter
presidents Lady Avis
Smokes of Cocoa-Brevard,
Lady Betty Bridges of
Miami Lady Carolyn Wilson of Tampa Bay and Lady

Naomi Nesbitt of St. Petersburg. Fun-filled interactive
icebreakers, creative character skits and a working
luncheon afforded the perfect balance of work, play
and fellowship for an effective and successful Florida
Cluster event!
About Top Ladies of
Distinction, Inc.
This national humanitarian
organization,
founded in Tyler, Texas,
has a rich history of service
and advocacy. Since 1964,
TLOD has been serving
youth and adults through
exemplary programming
under five thrusts: Status of

Women, Senior Citizens,
Community Beautification,
Community Partnerships
and Top Teens of America.
TLOD advocates for
the United Negro College
Fund, Sickle Cell Disease
Association of America, the
NAACP and are affiliates of
the National Council of
Negro Women and the
Black Women’s Agenda.
Additionally, the organization has partnered with
AARP, Keep America Beautiful, the Sister’s Network
and other organizations to
bring attention to issues
such as caregiving, breast
cancer, recycling and un-

employment, just to name a
few.
The local St. Petersburg
Chapter has profoundly impacted the lives of youth

and adults and continues to
make a noticeable difference throughout St. Pete
and surrounding communities!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Christian
Cinema
Hall
Free Live and Motion Picture Gospel
Concerts and Movie Presentations

For upcoming event times call 727-230-1010

B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545
INFORMATION WANTED REGARDING
Looking for SON of WILLIE CLYDE LYONS,
deceased, or his kin. Last seen as a teenager in 1983 at
his grandmother’s funeral, accompanied by his mother.
Mother’s name possibly Bessie. Was residing in Atlanta
Georgia area at the time. Age now about 50. Family
tie to St. Petersburg Florida, maybe birthplace. Contact
RLyonsLarry at roslarry@aol.com or 972-849-1800.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
What’s the impact: MLK Day on
MLK Street
BY JABBAR EDMONDS
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG – “I
just want to go home” were
the words used on a Facebook video posted by community activist Bro. John
Muhammad that helped fuel
the backlash from the police
tactics last Monday, MLK
Day 2018.
As many people celebrated the holiday enjoying
the city-sanctioned parade,
Day of Service projects and a
fun day at Tropicana Field,
Dr. Martin Luther King
Street South from Fifth Avenue to 22nd Avenue and almost the whole CRA area
was under what resembled
Marshall Law. Many felt it
was a crime scene, although
there were no arrests made.
That fact leads many to
ask, why? After photos and
live video emerged, many
community leaders were left
in shock. These strongarmed tactics only highlighted
a
decades-old
practice that reared its ugly
head in the days of Jim Crow,
where freedom of movement was restricted after the
sun went down.
As the streets were cordoned off, residents were
blocked from their homes
and people coming to do
business in the area were
sent elsewhere. These restrictive practices were all a
part of a plan to shut down
the “after parade” and prevent people from congregating at these locations.
St. Petersburg Police
Chief Anthony Holloway said
officers were stationed
across the south side of town
to quail any problems that
might have arisen such as
the two crimes committed in
2014 and 2015 that were
proven unrelated to the fes-

tivities.
Holloway stands by his
decision to block the roads
but admitted it would have
been better served if there
were advance warnings of
the closures.
There was a closed-door
meeting held at a local
church about the incident.
The panel conversation consisted of Chief Holloway, City
Council Chair Lisa WheelerBowman, the Pinellas
County Southern Christian
Leadership Council’s Jeff
Copeland and myself, community activist Jabbar Edmonds. There were three
supporters of the events that
took place, and then there
was me, the lone voice citing
our First Amendment rights.
I argued that it was calculated and heartless to send
out letters in mid-Dec. warning of vigorous enforcement
of permitting laws by codes
enforcement and then for the
day of the event to systematically shut down every street,
effectively causing anyone
who paid those vending permit fees to consequently lose
their investment because no
traffic was allowed in that
area .
City Hall was pack last
Thursday with some folks
even taking off of work to go
on record to voice their opposition to the south side police
containment.
Many people cited that
they dislike the way people
celebrate along Martin
Luther King Jr. Street, which
is a valid concern but it does
not warrant Martial Law tactics that were used to shut
down what some call a fairlike event with food, music
and people socializing on the
street.
There seems to be a generational divide when it
comes to the after-parade cel-

ebration. It has caused a rift
between people who celebrate with the city parade
and those who line up on
along Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Street.
It seems that law enforcement is using and exploiting
this rift to circumvent the
constitutional rights for those
who do choose to celebrate
on the street.
We are generations removed from the1960s
protests and the members of
the community are not holding hands singing “We Shall
Overcome.” For those who
chose to exercise their constitutional right and spend
their day on Martin Luther
King Jr Street, they should
not be met with scores of policemen restricting their
every movement. Isn’t it
ironic that on MLK Day on
MLK Street that the constitutional rights of the attendees
were in jeopardy?
There have been proposed changes and commissions for the MLK Street
Celebration, but the real
change needs to happen at
City Hall and in the police department. Changes in the
practices, policies and enforcement need to happen at
a grassroots level and the old
Jim Crow tactics of “parading
without a permit,” which Dr.
King himself was arrested
for, must cease.

PCUL wants to build you a house
PCUL, from front page

funding.
Working with the St.
Petersburg Housing Authority, there are some
300 people on the waiting
list to get themselves into
a home of their own.
Many families in Section
8 housing overpay for dilapidated or outdated
homes and upon further
inspection, it is being realized they have income resources to make owning a
home possible. The main
obstacle in their way,
however, is getting their
past mistakes taken care
of.
“We started building
out the people we work
with,” said Haynes, “fixing their credit and getting them financially
stable.”
The Urban League
works with two professionals who make their
living as cleanup doctors,
helping past credit offenders not only build an acceptable credit score but
also learn what it takes to
keep their credit current.
Classes are offered
every
Tuesday
and
Thursday, coaching potential homebuyers into
what it takes to be a successful homeowner. Financial stability classes
began a few years ago
with funding from the
state, so now everyone
who enters the PCUL requesting financial assistance of any kind is
offered the training.
“We can turn on your
lights,” said Haynes, but
“we will take you through
an introductory class on
finances and a budget.”
Classes are 45 minutes to an hour in length
but filled with all the
strategies needed to turn
around your life and your
credit. They encourage
participants to not only
have a bank account but

also to get in the habit of
walking into their bank
branch to get to know the
people who one day they
will be asking for a loan.
The goal of the Urban
League is to scatter housing sites throughout
Pinellas County and not
focus primarily on the
south side.
“We don’t believe
black people should just
live in black communities,” stressed Haynes.
So the Urban League
is looking for sites all over
the county. Other organizations who offer assistance in home buying
tend to place the majority
of recipients in areas such
as Campbell Park or Midtown, but Haynes firmly
believes that by integrating African Americans
into other communities,
stronger neighborhoods
can be established.
“We will build where
you want to build and
where the lots are.”
Unlike Habitat for Humanity,
the
Urban
League’s approach to
homebuilding is not volunteer- based. Instead,
contractors lay the foundation, build the walls and
construct the roofs. He
plans to keep his contracting crew busy by assigning them to all three
homes.
“We wanted to make
sure when we did it, we
didn’t get a lot and then
have it sit there waiting
for another 10 years,”
Haynes said.
The Urban League’s
affordable housing development activities focus on
utilization of a standardized building model that
allows for decreased
costs, increased profit
and ensure quality of
product, allowing it to use
profit from housing to
fund the programs and

services it has provided to
the community since
1977.
The PCUL will also
build outside of Pinellas
County as it positions itself to become the largest
predominant minorityled, nonprofit affordable
housing developer in the
region.
The PCUL is looking
to bring interested homebuyers into their office
where they can look at lot
locations and property
plans. Models for a three
bedroom/two bath have
already been sent to the
City of St. Petersburg.
Their goal is to work
with the city to take control of some of the vacant
lots the city already owns,
but wants to prove what
they can create on the
north side of town before
looking for better values
on the south side.
“We’ll
make
the
money that we can here,
to spend the money to reduce the cost of building,”
explained Haynes. “Because that’s going to be
the challenge.”
Haynes encourages
those paying rent to rethink their finances and to
head down to the PCUL
for support in navigating
the road to financial success and possibly getting
into a home of their own.
“The best deal is owning your own home,” finished Haynes.
In addition, the PCUL
is seeking sub-contractors in the following
areas: electrical, plumbing, mechanical, carpenters/framers,
block
masons, concrete, cabinet/trim work, roofers,
landscapers, painters, tile
layers, insulators and drywall installers. Please stay
tuned for dates and times
for upcoming monthly information sessions.

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS
PUBLIC NOTICE
Pinellas County Housing Authority
Largo, Florida
CLOSING OF THE PROJECT-BASE
VOUCHER PROGRAM WAITING LIST
1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments Waitlist at Pinellas Heights Senior Apartments
Pinellas County Housing Authority has determined that the current Project-Base
Voucher program waiting list at Pinellas Heights has sufficient number of eligible
applicants for the next 12 months. Pursuant to U.S. Department of HUD
regulations, Pinellas County Housing Authority has decided to close the
Project-Base Voucher Program Waiting List for 1 and 2 bedroom units
at Pinellas Heights effective 1/26/2018
Applications returned to Pinellas County Housing Authority
MUST be postmarked no later than 1/26/2018
There is no scheduled date to reopen the waiting list; an announcement will be
posted on our website and in the local newspaper when the waitlist reopens.
If your name is already on the waitlist you do not need to take action.
Pinellas Country Housing will maintain your name and the date and time
you applied to the waiting list.
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a chance to succeed.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Greek night
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The “Calling All Greeks”
event packed the Lakewood High School gymnasium last Friday as the
Gibbs Gladiators rerouted
Lakewood’s Varsity Basketball team 63-50.
The win extended the
Gibbs winning streak to
eight in a row as the Greek
fraternity and sorority
guests of honor witnessed

Frank Gilliam sink 27
points, making him one of
the top 75 basketball players in Florida, according to
MaxPreps.
The packed gymnasium also saw two junior
varsity basketball teams go
at it, ending favorably for
Lakewood as it held off a
last-minute effort pushed
by Gibbs, winning 55-49.
However, the real winners for the evening were
the local Greek fraternities
and sororities who had an

awesome night cheering
for their favorite teams.
Even Senator Darryl Rouson and Commissioner
Ken Welch got in on the
fun, both proud Omegas.
Sigmas, Zetas, Deltas,
AKAs, Kappas and other
black Greek members
helped add additional color
to the electric atmosphere
between two longtime rivals on the court.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

NAACP Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. community debriefing
On January 15, 2018,
the Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.’s holiday is typically a
day for jubilation for the
African- American community, but this year went terribly wrong. As opposed to
feeling the festive vibes
and the aroma of good old
southern food, African
Americans in south St. Petersburg found themselves
contained by barriers, caution tape and a plethora of
law enforcement that some
described as militia, while
others felt they were being
held in a police state.
To add insult to injury,
residents reported to the

NAACP incidents where
they were met with hostility as they attempted to inquire about why the heavy
police presence. Our
beloved Brother John
Muhammad posted a
video of him attempting to
simply go home after a
long day. The image resembled that of a rat
trapped in a maze attempting to get out of as he meandered his way around to
his Childs Park residence.
Strolling along Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
Street was not happening
this year; at least not at the
level people were accus-

tomed to doing so. Young
adults reported being insulted by police officers,
while police formations
were formed at about 4:30
p.m. long before dark and
residents threatened that
city street sweepers would
soon greet them if they did
not disperse or move out of
the street.
Storefront
business
owners located in Childs
Park and Midtown lost
money because access to
their businesses was
blocked.
In response to many
phone calls, emails, texts
and Facebook posts, the

St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP has called for a Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Community Debriefing.
The purpose of the debriefing is to allow any resident
or stakeholder who has a
concern to voice their opinion.
The debriefing will end
with potential solutions, addressing concerns regarding permitting, vending
opportunities, heightening
the celebration to ensure
we are celebrating at the
level and manner to which
Dr. King deserved. This
debriefing won’t be and
can’t be a screaming and

blaming match that results
in people leaving frustrated with no real solutions!
The NAACP is praying
and preparing for changes
that result in our community taking responsibility
for the changes that are
needed to ensure Dr. King
is appropriately celebrated
but more importantly moving beyond the expectation
that someone has to do it
for us.
The African-American
community is blessed to
have some of the best and
the brightest minds. The
NAACP wants to create

dren were born: Leon,
Leonard, Evelyn, Annie,
Thomas, Jr. and Albert
Manuel, Sr. She was a domestic worker for the Davis
and Barber families and
later in life she married the
late
Rev.
Samuel
Williamson.
She accepted Christ at
an early age and for more
than 50 years served as one
of the original founders of
Grand Central Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
She served in the Union
Foreign Association as well
as Union Number One as a
member of the Deaconess,
Home Mission and Minister’s wives.
In addition, the queen
was also very active as a
musician. She was so faithful in her duties as the
church musician that she
played the piano up to three
weeks of her entering the

hospital for the final time.
“She was truly God
sent. I can’t remember one
day of her not talking about
God. She loved her church
and people,” said Albert
Manuel, Sr., the youngest
of six children.
He said he never heard
his mother say anything
bad about anyone. When
he would get upset and vent
a little, her response would
be: “Baby, you pray about
that thing and watch how
God work it out.”
“We were raised to go
to school, Sunday school
and church. She insisted
that we love our home, family and neighbors. She is
our example of the Golden
Rule,” he said.
Mrs. Ethel wouldn’t
want you crying over her,
but she would understand
the tears. The message on
the funeral program cap-

tures the words that she
would speak them:
I’m sorry I had to leave
you, my loved ones oh so
dear
But you see the master
called me, His voice was
very clear
I had made my reservation, a heaven-bound ticket
for one.
And I knew that He
would call me, when he felt
my work was done.
I know your hearts are
heavy because I have gone
away
But when the Master
called me, I knew I could
not stay
Yes, I’m sorry I had to
leave you, my love ones, oh
so dear.
But you see the Master
called me, and now I’m resting here
Yes I’ve crossed on over
to glory, and to you all I say

the environment where
that cream rises to the top!
Join us, Saturday, Feb.
3 from 10-1 p.m. at the
Enoch Davis Center, 1111
18th Ave. S, St. Petersburg.
Maria L. Scruggs, President, St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP

The queen is home
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Ethel Williamson hailed as
the “queen of her castle”
lived a life of spiritual royalty. It’s hard to find an adjective that is adequate
enough to describe the impact of her presence on the
community and her love for
people.
Story after story spoke
of her goodness, kindness
and humanitarian life. On
Wednesday, Jan.10 at St.
Anthony’s Hospital, the
queen took her final earthly
bow and flew away to her
royal mansion to meet her
heavenly King.
“We are going to miss
grandmother, but we can’t
help but to celebrate her
life,” said Alisa Robinson,
one of the granddaughters.
Robinson said that

there are so many fond
memories and stories of
Mrs. Ethel that run
throughout the family. One
thing they all have in common is what a great example of love, forgiveness,
peace and faith she was.
“Her life spoke for her.
What is truly amazing is
she asked God to give her
100 years. He gave 102.
Now, that’s favor!”
“Queenie” was born
April 13, 1915, in Boston,
Ga., to the late Indious and
Eugene Abrams, Sr. She
was born into a family that
had the Word of God as the
foundation. She moved
from Georgia to Mims, Fla.,
at the age of five. She later
relocated to St. Petersburg
where she would graduate
from Gibbs High School.
Mrs. Ethel met and
married Thomas Manuel
and to their union, six chil-

REBATES
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St. Petersburg Toilet Rebate Program
St. Petersburg water
customers can receive
a rebate up to $100 for
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Just stay in the hands of
Jesus, and we’ll meet again
someday
Funeral services were
held Saturday, Jan. 20 at
Prayer Tower Church of
God in Christ. Mrs. Ethel
was interred at Royal Palm
Cemetery South.
To reach Dexter McCree,
email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.

Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

YOUR

Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

CHURCH AD COULD
BE HERE

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Call: 727-896-2922

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

YOUR
CHURCH
AD
COULD BE
HERE!
Contact:
www.TheWeekly
Challenger.com

YOUR CHURCH AD COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, Rev.
Brian K. Brown, and the entire
family give thanks to God for
his continual mercy and grace
and abundant blessings. We
are grounded in Christ-centered doctrine that has at its
core, our mission of creating a
haven of hope, help, and healing for a lost world hungry and
thirsty for God’s word. Working together, as God leads us,
we strive to give God our utmost praise for the awesome
gift of His Son, Jesus Christ
and offer to our community
the opportunity to share in our
praise.
We experienced a high
time in the Lord at the Installation Service Rev. Michael A.
Hawkins as the Pastor of the
Mt. Calvary M.B. Church and
extend our prayers to them for
much success.
Please join us on Sunday
as Pastor Brown leads us further in the series: ‘If You Get It

(A New Year) What Will You
Do With It?’ The series has
continued with ‘Doing What’s
Not Been Done (Waiting)’ the
text was from Psalm 27, and
‘Doing What’s Not Been Done
(Dealing With Doubt)’ with
the text coming from Luke 7.
We anxiously look forward to
the next message and pray
that you will join us.
As we remember that January is Cervical Health Awareness Month we encourage all
women to take the steps
needed to stay healthy.
Remaining in January
Jan 28 - St. Mark embraces
and celebrates members who
joined in 2017 with a luncheon
immediately after the morning
worship service.
Coming in February
The Annual Mid-Winter
Board 2-Day Session of the
South Florida Progressive
Baptist Association with be
held February 9 & 10 at the St.
Mark M.B. Church in Punta

INSPIRATIONS
Gorda Florida.
Senior Mission #2 and the
St. Mark family are looking
forward to the ‘500 Women in
Red’ Program on February 11
@3:30 pm. Speaker of the
Hour will be Sis. Ruth Johnson
of New Jerusalem Baptist
Church, St. Petersburg.
Please join us!
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays
@10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal - Sundays from 2:00 4:00 p.m.
N.I.K.E. Tutoring Program - Mondays and Wednesdays from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study - Wednesdays @ 7:00
p.m.

- Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
January / February at the
Ship – Mark Your Calendar
Keep Praying – Texas,
The US Virgin Islands, Puerto
Rico, Mexico & California,
and those families and survivors of Las Vegas.
The Bread of Life Ministry-Meals are available each
Wednesday for the Season
Saints or those in need. Please
see Sister Renetta Williams
for further clarity or call the
church office 727 906-8300.
Members of the Ship: If
you have changed your name,
moved, have a new Telephone
or E-mail address, please contact the Church Office at (727)
906-8300, Monday – Friday
from 9:00 am until 3:00 pm,
providing this information will
be greatly appreciated.
“A New Year Revival”, January 29-31, 2018 at 7:00 pm
Nightly – Our Guest Revivalist
is Bishop Lewis Sherman Pastor of the Holy Christian
Church of St. Petersburg.
Pastor is asking the The Adult
Mass Choir, Male Chorus to
serve as well as: Monday-1st
Sunday Ushers, Tuesday-2nd
Sunday Ushers, Wednesday3rd Sunday Ushers. Theme:
“A New Year and No Fear”
Saturday, February 3,
2018 at 10:00 am – LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE – ALL
Leaders, Board Members,
Ministers, Deacons, Deaconess, Department Presidents and Vice Presidents,
Directors of Departments,
Ministries, Auxiliaries, and
Tribe Captains to please plan
now to attend. In addition,
Pastor is asking each Department and Ministry to bring
your 2018 Vision Plan.
Sunday, February 4, 2018
after both Worship Services –

Humble
Hold on to humility,
Understand its tranquility.
Go in Jesus name;
Show children just the same.
Be strong and don’t let go;
So everyone will know.
Be humble and it will show,
The Christ in you will know;
That God is your true guide,
And never will leave your side.
Hold on and be humble,
With His grace you won’t stumble.
Hold on to humility;
Understand its tranquility.

Pastor’s Corner

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official
Boarding Pass. Where, Dr.
John
A.
Evans,
Sr.,
Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a heart
for the people), the Official
Family and Members welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting our
with our Bread of Life Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by
Wednesday in the Word (the
Learning Arm of our church)
at 12:00 noon and again at 7:00
pm. We drop our Anchor until
Sundays, where we set sail
again with our Early Morning
Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith) begins at 9:30 pm and finally our
Mid Morning Worship Service at 10:45 am. All are Welcomed to use this Boarding
Pass to experience the “It;s
just nice to be nice” church.
Don't sit out church, God has
Blessed us to much, we owe
Him at least a Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail without You! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact us by the following methods: Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 - Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available

BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Ministries Open House. Pastor is asking each Ministry to
please prepare to use this opportunity to reach those who
are not activity participating in
Ministry
Opportunities.
Please see Sis. Sharon Wilson
for further Clarity.
Wednesday Night Live,
February 7, 2018 at 7:00 pm,
Pastor is asking the Adult
Mass Choir, Male Chorus,
and the 3rd Sunday Ushers.
The Tribe of Simeon and All
Ushers Ministries are in
charge of the Love Fellowship
Dinner. Communion is served
after the Worship Service.
Those born in the Month of
February are asked by Pastor
to seek out your Captains --Deacon Arthur Reese and/or
Sister Lelia Newkirk as soon
as possible.
Sunday, February 11,
2018, both Worship Services
is “GO RED SUNDAY”
Father / Daughter Gala
Sign up Sheets are located on
the Father / Daughter Information Table in Atrium – Save
the Date -- Saturday, February
17, 2018 from 3:00 pm until
5:00 pm, Registration Fee: Father/Daughter $25.00, each
additional daughter is $10.00
each. Please see Bro. Bobby
Robinson, Laymen Ministry
Leader and Dea. Robert Henderson for further clarity.
WEST COAST NEWS:
The Annual PAUL AND TIMOTHY CONFERENCE, Saturday, February 17, 2018 from
9 AM until 12 Noon- All Men
and Boys welcomed. Host
Church/Pastor: Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist
Church, Pastor Dr. Rickey L.
Houston, 3455 26th Avenue
South, St. Petersburg, (727)
327-0554. NO FEE Registration at the Door. Dea. Ruben
Mayes, WC Laymen President.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Asking Questions - Matthew 27:46
Many of us have been taught, “Don’t question God.” We’ve been told adages like “God
is too wise to make a mistake so, don’t question
just trust him.” Jesus Christ manifested a di erent reality and relationship with God. He questioned God. At Calvary, he demonstrated true
spiritual maturity, not by answering questions
of his persecutors, but by asking God the question, why? “My God, my God why have you
forsaken me?”
Through his example, Jesus Christ gives
us permission to question God, to question
ourselves and to question others. Even though
he knew the truth, he allowed his mind to go
through the process of asking and answering
the question, why? It is the Spirit who knows

but the mind who questions (Matthew 26:41).
In order to be whole, we must embrace all
parts of ourselves (spirit, soul and body).
It’s alright to ask God questions. “If any
person lacks wisdom let him ask God who
gives to all liberally… (James 1:5).” Questioning does not bring distance between us and
God; it actually gives our relationship with God
more authenticity. Questioning does not show
a lack of spiritual growth; it really is evidence
of holistic development.
In 2018, it is time for us to go beyond the
surface and reach another level of depth in all
of our relationships. Asking questions is one
way develop another dimension of closeness in
our interactions.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A coach’s dream
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The final weeks of football
season are exciting times
for fans all across the
globe. Former teammates
are rooting for and against
teams they’ve played on,
players who have formed
bonds are cheering and
fans that have no affiliation
with a team other than a favorite player are jubilant
during this time of the year.
Then there is Coach
Cory Moore, Lakewood
High School and the families of Fowler, Reedy, Jones
and Adams. How often
does a coach, school or
community have the opportunity to have a guaranteed interest in a game as
large as the Super Bowl?
By now, we all know the
participants in Super Bowl
LII will be the New England Patriots and Philadelphia Eagles. Although the
Minnesota Vikings and the
Jacksonville Jaguars lost,
the Lakewood High community still won. Oh, there
is still the agony of defeat
blended in with the thrill of
victory, but what a week-

end for Coach Moore.
In the final four teams
of the mighty National
Football League, three of
Moore’s former Lakewood
charges were on the field:
Bernard Reedy of the New
England Patriots, Rodney
Adams, wide receiver with
the Minnesota Vikings and
Dante Fowler, Jr. with the
Jacksonville Jaguars.
Also on the Patriot’s
practice roster is David
Jones, who played at St. Petersburg High School,
which makes the Green
Devil nation very proud. All
of them represent Pinellas
County Schools.
“It is an honor to be a
part of these young men’s
lives,” Coach Moore
gushed. “To see their ascension to the NFL is very
humbling.”
The common thread in
these young men is their
desire and motivation to be
the best. Coach Moore
feels that individually they
are good men who are developing into great men
and contributors to their
community. He said all
three have tremendous
families and family sup-

port.
“They work hard and
play hard to show their
coaches that they belong.”
Of the three NFL Spartans, Reedy is the senior.
He starred at Lakewood as
an all-purpose threat with
the ability to score from
anywhere on the field. He
then went on to Toledo
University where he did
much of the same.
Reedy originally entered the NFL as a rookie
free agent with the Atlanta
Falcons out of Toledo. He
spent his rookie season on
the Atlanta practice squad
and was released at the end
of training camp.
He signed with Tampa
Bay before being released
prior to the start of the regular season. He then
signed with the Bucs practice squad and was added
to the 53-man roster. He
was inactive for the final
two games of the regular
season that year prior to his
travels to Foxborough,
Mass. Reedy was added to
the Patriots active playoff
roster after stints of being
signed, released and practice squad acquisition.

“I’m so proud of all the
Lakewood guys. It’s a great
feeling for all,” stated his
Bernard Reedy, Sr.
Following Reedy’s stardom at Lakewood, Dante
Fowler, Jr. dominated the
Spartan’s football field. He
was an all-everything defensive force that was disruptive
to
opposing
offenses. He attended the
University of Florida where
he became a First-Team
All-Southeast Conference
defensive player.
Fowler, Jr. is a 2015 first
round draft, number three
selection of the Jacksonville Jaguars. He had
two sacks in the game
against New England and
made life for the Patriots
very uncomfortable.
When Fowler, Jr.
headed to college, he left
the helm of the Spartans to
Rodney Adams, who was a
tremendous wide receiver
that had big play written all
over him. Like Reedy,
Adams could score from
anywhere on the field.
He initially went to
Toledo, Ohio, before transferring to the University of
South Florida following a

family tragedy. He ranks
2nd all-time in USF Bulls
history in career receiving
TDs (16), receiving yards
(1,967) and receptions
(135). Adams is the first of
two wide receivers drafted
by the Vikings in 2017
“I understand that
Lakewood is not my team
and these are not my players,” said Coach Moore,
with an emphasis on “my.”
“God has blessed us and
everything and everyone
belongs to Him. It’s His
team, His job and His players. I have to make sure
that I stay in line and properly take care of what belongs to Him.”
So, while the average
fan watching the NFL playoffs and subsequent Super
Bowl LII with excitement,
most will lock in and support their favorite team
with not much invested
aside from a friendly bet.
For Coach Cory Moore,
Lakewood High and the
community, the perspective is a little different.
When any of your former
players are on the field, it’s
personal. It’s a coach’s
dream!

adding that they are not
law enforcement and are
there to help and guide.
Scully informed that
there are 14,000 children
in Florida that have been
prosecuted as adults,
some as young as 10. In
2016, Pinellas transferred
100 cases from juvenile
court to adult court.
McCabe explained that
discretionary transfers
start at age 16 and prosecutors must go in front of
a judge to transfer anyone
under that age.
“My philosophy, which
some people don’t agree
with, is that I think transferring a case to adult
court with somebody with
a serious record or someone who has created a serious crime, gives the
judge more options.”
In juvenile court, the
judge is constrained with
juvenile sanctions. If a case
is transferred to adult
court, the judge has both
adult and juvenile sanctions available. McCabe
feels that the judge can determine what is in the best
interest of the child.
Noting that 78 percent
of the juveniles prosecuted
as adults are either black
or Latino, Scully wanted to
know what the racial composition of the juvenile
population being direct
filed in the county is.
“I have no idea,” said
McCabe, to disbelief from
the standing room only
crowd.
“No, if somebody told
me this case was transferred, I’d have no idea
what the race of defendant

was. I suppose I could be
stereotypical and look at
the name and say that
sounds like an African
American … but we don’t
do that. The race of the defendant plays no role in
the
decision-making
process of who goes to the
adult court … If you find
people that are in the exact
same situation—be they
white, black or green—
they are going to be
treated the same.”
Defending his statement, McCabe said the zip
codes where the most
crime is committed are
the zip codes where most
of the juveniles are being
prosecuted as adults.
“The cases are coming
from the community that
is largely African American,” said McCabe. “Now,
I take what comes in the
door, I don’t go out and
find it.”
McCabe’s comments
didn’t sit well with the
room. Audience member
and panelist at the community conversation activist
Ashley Green said, “A
clear solution coming out
tonight is that we need to
elect a new state attorney.
Bernie McCabe ran unopposed in 2016. He doesn’t
respect you enough to
have data in a conversation
in our own community. He
doesn’t
respect
you
enough to have objective
standards and criteria for
direct filing by his own
omission,” she stated.
Miller explained the
benefits of keeping the
child in juvenile court. She
said if the offender is

charged as a juvenile and
is able to stay in juvenile
court, he or she is never
formally convicted of a
crime. At worst, the child
is adjudicated delinquent,
“which just means a bad
kid as opposed to a felon.”
As long as certain conditions are met, their
record will be sealed.
“That doesn’t mean
that your juvenile record
won’t haunt you later,”
Miller said. “You can have
a juvenile adjudication of
delinquency of a felony
charge and that felony
charge can be used
against you as an adult.”
Sherriff
Gualtieri
spoke about the countywide Habitual Offender
Monitoring Enforcement
(HOME) program and
how it was created to “deal
with the kids who are the
worst of the worst.” These
juveniles have committed
so many felonies that they
are considered prolific offender.
Gualtieri said the majority of children in the
community are doing the
right thing; however, there
is a small subset that drifts
and needs to be pulled
back on the right track.
Then, he said, as you get
further down that pendulum, “you get a small subset that is gone.”
Local law enforcement
agencies started the
HOME program because,
in Gualtieri’s opinion, DJJ
is underfunded, underequipped, understaffed
and cannot provide the
level of supervision for the
offending youths.
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and reduce discipline
rates.
Students cannot be immediately suspended. An
area superintendent must
be informed and explained
why this child should not
be in school learning. The
superintendent will be
briefed on all the steps
taken before suspension is
considered.
If a child must be removed from the classroom, instead of out of
school suspension, the student will be sent to a credentialed educator and
taught their lessons separate from their class.
“Yes, in the past there
were issues, we still have
some because it takes time
to change the mindsets
and the modality when it
comes to behavior,” she
said.
Scully noted that in
2015, it was reported that
black students, who constituted 19 percent of the
population in Pinellas
County Schools, were 59
percent of all student arrests. She questioned what
the school board is doing
to address racial disproportionality?
Flowers
said
the
county is in the process of
putting in additional professional
development
components and cultural
responsive training for
their teachers and leadership teams, which will help
bring those numbers
down. Already, there has
been a reduction in suspensions and referrals.
She also said the
county is recruiting from

historically black colleges
and universities so that the
teacher looks like and understand the community
they are serving.
“It’s not just one modality that will change it. It’s
continuous professional
training.”
When a child does
enter into the system,
Fuller said their goal as
probation officers is to
keep the child in the community and utilize community-based resources to
rehabilitate the juvenile in
the home.
“We work with juveniles at every aspect from
intake through residential
commitment,” said Fuller,
noting that the Department of Juvenile Justice
(DJJ) works in tandem
with community stakeholders who are service
providers. They use evidence-based researched
assessments to identify a
child’s needs and find the
appropriate services either
through the department
or
through
contract
providers.
Since studies have
come out that indicate
trauma experienced by
children at an early age
disrupts brain development and can result in erratic behavior, all DJJ
officers are trained in
trauma-informed care for
youths and family as well.
“We treat every youth
that come into the system
as though they have been
through some kind of
trauma, making sure not
to create any more trauma
for that youth,” said Fuller,

Stetson University Professor Judith Scully

“What works is intensive case management and
intensive supervisions and
letting them know that
there are consequences,”
he said.
With the HOME program, law enforcement
will visit the home four or
five times a day, morning,
noon or night. He admits,
however, that enforcement
is not a solution. A task
force was created to identify if any more programs
or funding is the answer.
“What we found out
that we have plenty of programs and resources but
the kids are not engaging
in the programs because
the parents aren’t,” he
averred.
Chief Holloway spoke
about the Second Chance
Program, which has a 94
percent success rate. If a
child is arrested on a nonviolent misdemeanor, they
are made to do community
service and sit with a counselor for two hours to determine their issues.
“There is no court
record; it stays with the police department,” he said.
Holloway stressed that
law enforcement cannot
raise people’s children.
“When are we going to
start looking out for each
other? When are we going
to help that neighbor raise
that child?”
Scully
encourages
everyone to check out noplaceforachild.com to get
the facts on direct filing
and find out how to stop
prosecutors from sending
juveniles to adult courts.

